March 10, 2005

The number of individuals who are affected
by medical errors is astounding. In 2000, the
Institute of Medicine released a report entitled
“To Err is Human: Building a Safer Health
System.” The report revealed that between
44,000 and 98,000 hospitalized people in the
U.S. die each year due to medical errors, and
thousands of others suffer injury or iliness as
a result of preventable errors. To address this
problem, the Joint Commission on Accredita-
tion of Healthcare Organizations has devel-
oped a universal protocol which calls for sur-
gical teams to call a “time out” before sur-
geries begin in order to verify the patient’s
identity, the procedure to be performed, and
the site of the procedure. The Joint Commis-
sion has required nurses, surgeons and hos-
pitals throughout the country to adopt this pro-
tocol effective July 1, 2004, in order to curb
the alarming number of deaths and injuries
due to medical errors.

AORN has created an Internet website and
distributed 55,000 tool kits to healthcare pro-
fessionals to help them implement the uni-
versal protocol, and they are celebrating Na-
tional Time Out Day on June 23 to promote
the protocol and its adoption. National Time
Out Day has been endorsed by a distin-
guished group of healthcare organizations, in-
cluding the American College of Surgeons, the
American Society of Anesthesiologists, the
American Hospital Association, and the Amer-
ican Society for Healthcare Risk Management.

Mr. Speaker, ultimately, this issue is about
health care access and patient safety. | think
it is important for Congress to recognize and
congratulate perioperative nurses and rep-
resentatives of surgical teams for working to-
gether to reduce medical errors and to ensure
the improved health and safety of surgical pa-
tients. Fewer medical errors will result in better
outcomes for patients, fewer medical mal-
practice suits, which in turn will help keep mal-
practice insurance rates and health care pre-
miums down. | urge the House to adopt the
resolution.

——————

HONORING THE EXEMPLARY WORK
OF EDDIE AGUILAR

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the exemplary work of Eddie Aguilar of
Seguin, Texas for his dedication and commit-
ment to community service. Eddie Aguilar has
made the people of my Congressional district
proud, by tirelessly dedicating his time to
many non-profit organizations.

Mr. Aguilar is a self-proclaimed “full-time
volunteer,” since his retirement from military
service. He has been an active volunteer with
the Salvation Army, The Cranny, and the Gua-
dalupe Family Violence Shelter. The life les-
sons that Eddie gained while he served two
years in the United States Army, and fifteen
years as a U.S. Marine have aided him when
he volunteered his help during times of dis-
aster; such as floods and fires that have af-
fected his community.

Eddie also holds the position as disaster re-
lief coordinator with the Salvation Army, and
he formally served as a board member of the
Guadalupe Family Violence Shelter and The
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Cranny. His work with the women’s shelter
and various children’s groups has not gone
overlooked.

Mr. Aguilar was honored by the Seguin
community when Councilwoman Jo Anne
Sutherland nominated him for the 2004 Time
Warner Hometown hero award, many of his
family and friends were in attendance when he
accepted this award during a banquet in San
Antonio, Texas. Honorees of this award are
considered to be among the best of the com-
munity, and it is an opportunity to honor the
area’s un-sung heroes.

Aguilar takes no credit for his work, and
praises his 78-year-old mother as being his
constant inspiration. He recognizes his mother
with instilling in him the belief of making a dif-
ference in someone’s life and to think of oth-
ers well-being ahead of his own.

| believe Mr. Aguilar has the qualities that
make up a great citizen of Seguin. He dem-
onstrates great dedication to community serv-
ice, and | am further impressed by the little
credit he wishes to receive for his work.

Mr. Speaker, I'm proud | have had this op-
portunity to recognize the noble service of
Eddie Aguilar.

———

A PROCLAMATION IN MEMORY OF
JOHN K. FINLEY
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Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, | hereby offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to the family, friends, and community of
Mayor John K. Finley; and

Whereas, Mayor Finley was a father, coun-
selor, leader, friend, and mentor to thousands
and will be deeply missed. His achievements
and example will be always remembered; and

Whereas, Mayor Finley was a member of
the West Virginia Fire Association, Ohio Fire
Chief Association, and the Ohio Firemen’s As-
sociation. He was the longest active member
of the M&M Volunteer Fire Department; and

Whereas, Mayor Finley was a charter mem-
ber and Elder of the Church of the Gospel
Ministry in McConnelsville, and also a former
member of the First Presbyterian Church of
McConnelsville, where he served as Sunday
School superintendent and treasurer; and

Whereas, Mayor Finley lived his life as a
servant of the people as mayor and council-
man of McConnelsville for more than 31
years, during which, his proudest accomplish-
ments were the establishment of the Hawk
Missile Site, the McConnelsville Swimming
Pool, and updating McConnelsville’s water and
sewer systems; and

Whereas, the understanding and caring to
which he gave to others will stand as a monu-
ment to a truly fine person. His life and dedi-
cation gave joy to all who knew him.

Therefore, while | understand how words
cannot express our grief at this most trying of
times, | offer this token of profound sympathy
to the family, friends, and colleagues of Mayor
John Finley.

E421
TRIBUTE TO MR. TED JEFFERSON

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise during
this month devoted to the celebration of Black
History to pay tribute to Mr. Ted Jefferson, an
outstanding individual who has been actively
involved in my community for more than 40
years.

For the past 18 years, Ted has served as
the Executive Director of the Bronx Shepards
Restoration Corporation. He has been a lead-
ing force in the Bronx in providing affordable
housing through rehabilitation or new con-
struction.

The Bronx Shepard’s Organization offers
home ownership opportunities to first time
home buyers, a weatherization program with
an annual budget of over 1.5 million dollars
and a variety of other programs that are of di-
rect benefit to residents of the Bronx commu-
nity. An example of Ted’s leadership was the
construction of the Daniel Nickerson Arms
building, a home for the frail and elderly. He
led Bronx Shepards in developing what began
as a vision into what now stands as a model
of how the government, the private sector and
the local community can overcome insur-
mountable odds when working together.

Ted has also served the community as a
volunteer with the Morris Heights Neighbor-
hood Improvement Association, the Webster
Action Committee, Community Board #13,
Community Board #6, the Twin Parks Associa-
tion, the Community Advisory Board of the
Local Initiative Support Corporation and the
Bronx Borough President’s transition team. He
is presently a member of the board of the
Marcella Brown Foundation and the President
of Black United Leadership in the Bronx.

Ted’s philosophy is to develop a vision for
the Bronx in which all of its residents have the
opportunity to enhance their quality of life
through the development of educational, so-
cial, economic and housing opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, during Black History Month we
honor individuals such as Harriett Tubman,
and Rosa Parks; African Americans who sac-
rificed their own well-being so that all Ameri-
cans could have the opportunity to enjoy the
inalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. Today | want to honor not only
these great Americans but also those who in
the spirit of selflessness, continue to help oth-
ers achieve a better life. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to Mr. Ted
Jefferson for his outstanding service to the
people of my community.

———

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN BUSTER
EDWARDS

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding South Carolinian
who has dedicated his life to protecting our
nation’s citizens. It is with great pleasure that
| commend South Carolina’s State Law En-
forcement Division (SLED) Captain Buster Ed-
wards as he retires from a second career in
public service.
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